MEDIA RELEASE
21 June 2017

BUDGET PLEDGE OF 2250 NEW NURSES AND MIDWIVES PRAISED
A promise of almost 5000 new frontline health staff including an extra 2250 nurses and midwives in
yesterday’s NSW Budget has been applauded by the Australian College of Nursing (ACN).
Health services right across the state were the big winners, with a record $23 billion to be spent on
health over the next four years - $21.7 billion to be spent in the next year alone.
A big slice of the funding will go towards hospital upgrades including at the Prince of Wales Hospital
in Sydney’s east, Nepean Hospital in Sydney’s west and Gosford Hospital on the state’s Central
Coast.
To support the upgrades, health services can expect an extra 4500 workers including 2250 nurses
and midwives, 850 doctors, 600 health professionals and 800 hospital support staff.
ACN Chief Executive Officer, Adjunct Professor Kylie Ward FACN, said nurses were the backbone of
the Australian health system and welcomed the NSW Government’s recognition of this yesterday.
“Every member of the community who needs health care will most likely receive a large portion of
that care from a nurse – be it in general practice, schools, aged care, or hospital services,” Adjunct
Professor Ward said.
“Care provided by qualified nurses can save lives, prevent complications, improve patient outcomes,
promote well-being and save the health system money.
“We must invest in and support our nursing workforce. I am so pleased that the NSW Government
acknowledges this also.”
-EndsFor interviews, please contact Narelle Barrie, Executive Assistant to ACN Chief Executive Officer
Kylie Ward, on 02 6283 3459 or 0450 908 920.
Notes to Editors:
The Australian College of Nursing (ACN) is the national professional organisation for all nurse leaders
and its aim is to ensure that the Australian community receives quality nursing care now and in the
future. ACN is a membership organisation with members in all states and territories, health care

settings and nursing specialties. ACN is also the Australian member of the International Council of
Nurses headquartered in Geneva.An organisation not afraid to challenge industry issues affecting
the nursing profession or Australia’s health care, ACN is a well-connected and educated national
body that drives change with people of influence to enhance the delivery of health services to the
Australian community. ACN’s membership includes nurses in roles of influence, including senior
nurses, organisational leaders, academics and researchers.
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