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Our strategic intent

The Australian College of Nursing (ACN) is proud of its rich history of advancing the nursing profession. Nursing is the
foundation of the Australian healthcare system, leading care delivery and shaping the health outcomes of all Australians.

Over the next five years

Our vision
Advancing nursing, shaping health

ACN is positioned as Australia’s most trusted professional body for the nursing profession.

A stronger, more diverse nursing workforce, grounded in
cultural respect and shared understanding, benefiting all
Australians.

We champion diversity

Our commitment to First Nations’ people

The Australian College of Nursing acknowledges the
Continuing Cultural Custodians of the lands and
waterways across Australia on which we work, live,
and learn, and pays deep respect to First Nations
Elders past, present and emerging.

We honour the enduring knowledge, cultures, and
contributions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples to health, healing and the nursing profession.
We are committed to growing a stronger First Nations
nursing workforce and ensuring First Nations voices are
at the heart of the conversations we lead, the education
we deliver, and the policy priorities we pursue.

Our mission
The professional voice for Australian Nurses

Our values
Respect · Integrity · Courage

We will set the national agenda for
nursing, leading the conversations
that shape the future of the
profession and influence the issues
that matter most to our members
and to Australia’s health system.

We will inspire nurses to learn,
lead and connect to build a
confident, influential workforce
that drives better health outcomes
for the communities they serve.

We will shape policy priorities that
elevate the nursing profession,
strengthen Australia’s health workforce,
and contribute to healthier communities
and a more prosperous national
economy.

We will forge strong collaborations
to advocate for systemic reforms to
ensure nursing is recognised,
valued, resourced, and empowered
to deliver exceptional care across all
settings.


