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Australia reflects on the contributions of our nurses 

International Nurses Day 2023  

This International Nurses Day (IND), The Australian College of Nursing is thanking the community for 
always acknowledging the role nurses play in ensuring better health outcomes for future generations.  
 
‘Our Nurses. Our Future’ is the inspiring theme for International Nurses Day (IND) which asks nurses to 
think about the future of our profession and how we, as nurses, provide a better future through improved 
health outcomes.  
 
ACN Chief Executive Officer, Adjunct Professor Kylie Ward FACN, said the College has been championing 
nursing policy leadership for many years now through our annual Policy Summit, our Policy Chapters and 
our Policy Fellows with the input of nursing leaders around the nation.  
 
“We have fought to get nurses and nursing out of the shadows and to centre stage at every table where 
healthcare is being discussed,” Adjunct Professor Ward said. 
 
“There is no health system without nurses. We are the largest profession in the country with over 400,000 
nurses working every day, every shift, everywhere.  
 
“We are determined to champion the nursing voice to improve care and experiences for all Australians 
today and into the future. 
 
“ACN would like to thank the nurses of Australia for their unwavering commitment to care and ask them to 
take a moment today to reflect on being part of the most noble, trusted and respected profession in this 
country.  
 
“Nurses are highly trained professionals. Many have specialist qualifications, including Post Graduate 
Certificates, Masters and Doctorate degrees. They care for patients as well as their families and loved ones 
and are pivotal to the health and wellbeing of all communities.  
 
“Nursing provides a wide range of career pathways for specialisations, and it is this experience and 
specialisation that nurses bring to the table that make nurses such an important part of care teams for our 
consumers.  
 
“The impact of nurses was reflected this week in the Budget, where the Government announced it would 
be reviewing barriers that obstruct nurses from working to their full scope of practice.  
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“Today, there will be over 800 National Nurses Breakfasts where ACN provides hosts packs to ensure 
nurses get a chance to take a break today. If you cannot make one of the many breakfasts, share your 
stories and thanks through the hashtag #ACNBreakfast.”  
 
If you want to read more about nurse lead policy, please visit our website.  
 
 
For more information:  
Alex Woods 0432 044 966  
Email: acn.media@acn.edu.au   
 

Notes to Editors: 

The Australian College of Nursing (ACN) is the national professional organisation for all nurses and its aim is to 
ensure that the Australian community receives quality nursing care now and in the future. ACN is a 
membership organisation with members in all states and territories, health care settings and nursing 
specialties. ACN is also the Australian member of the International Council of Nurses headquartered in Geneva 
in collaboration with the Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federation (ANMF). An organisation not afraid to 
challenge industry issues affecting the nursing profession or Australia's health care, ACN is a well-connected 
and educated national body that drives change with people of influence to enhance the delivery of health 
services to the Australian community. ACN's membership includes nurses in roles of influence, including senior 
nurses, organisational leaders, academics, and researchers.  
 

Social media channels: Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acnursing  
                                             Twitter: https://twitter.com/acn_tweet  
                                             LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/company/australian-college-of-nursing 
                                             Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/acn_nursing 
 
CEO - Adjunct Professor Kylie Ward FACN - Bio 
 

 

Kylie Ward. Policy Reformer. Nurse. For-Purpose Leader. Equality 
Warrior. Adjunct Professor. Transformation Specialist.  
 
Kylie is the CEO of Australian College of Nursing. She has led a 

program of transformation at ACN, which has now become 

Australia’s beacon for Nurse Leadership.   

She is a major policy influencer, advocate for women, children and 

equality. 
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